Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Oct. 15

NoOTE: The President’s remarks were videotaped
on September 24 at approximately 3 p.m. in the
Library at the White House for later transmission
to a meeting of the House of Delegates of the
American Society of Anesthesiologists in New Or-
leans, LA. The transcript was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 14. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Exchange With Reporters on
Returning From Camp David,
Maryland

October 14, 2001

Taliban

Q. Mr. President, there’s a new offer from
the Taliban to turn over bin Laden. What's
your response to that, sir?

The President. Turn him over. Turn him
over; turn his cohorts over; turn any hostages
they hold over; destroy all the terrorist
camps. There’s no need to negotiate. There’s
no discussions. I told them exactly what they
need to do. And there’s no need to discuss
innocence or guilt. We know he’s guilty. Turn
him over. If they want us to stop our military
operations, they've just got to meet my condi-
tions. Now, when I said no negotiation, I
meant no negotiation.

Q. You reject his offer?

The President. 1 don’t know what the
offer is. All they've got to do is turn him over,
and his colleagues and the stocks he hides,
as well as destroy his camps, and the innocent
people being held hostage in Afghanistan.

Q. They want you to stop the bombing
and see evidence.

The President. There’s no negotiation—
they must have not heard—there’s no nego-
tiation. This is non-negotiable. These people,
if they’re interested in us stopping our mili-
tary operations, we will do so if they meet
the conditions that I outlined in my speech
to the United States Congress. It’s as simple
as that. There’s nothing to negotiate about.
They're harboring a terrorist, and they need
to turn him over—and not only turn him
over, turn the Al Qaida organization over, de-
stroy all the terrorist camps—actually, we're
doing a pretty good job of that right now—
and release the hostages they hold. That’s all
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they've got to do, but there is no negotiation,
period.

NoOTE: The exchange began at approximately noon
on the South Lawn at the White House. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of
Italy and an Exchange With
Reporters

October 15, 2001

President Bush. It's my honor to welcome
the leader of one of our Nation’s best friends,
the Prime Minister of a country that has had
so much to do with our Nation and its devel-
opment. I'm also pleased to be able to give
him a lunch. After all, I had one of the best
lunches I've had at his—since I've been the
President because of the Prime Minister.

We had a long discussion about our mutual
desire to rout out terrorism where it might
exist. He understands as well as I understand
that the war on terrorism will be waged on
many fronts, and I'm so pleased with the ef-
forts of his Government to join with us in
disrupting the financial networks of terrorist
organizations. I'm pleased that we’re sharing
intelligence. I'm pleased that the Prime Min-
ister understands that Al Qaida has cells all
around the world, and he’s more than willing
to work with us to disrupt those cells, to bring
people to justice. We're making progress.
One reason we're making progress is because
we've got good, strong friends such as the
Italians and the Italian Government.

So Mr. Prime Minister, welcome. It's my
honor to have you here.

Prime Minister Berlusconi. Thank you,
Mr. President, I am here, first of all, to ex-
press our great pain and sadness for the at-
tack on September the 11th and to say to
you that if the same attack had been—had
occurred on an Italian city, we would have
felt the same pain as you are.

And also I'm here to express to you our
desire to be as close as possible and to pro-
vide both moral and material support. As I
mentioned earlier this morning, this attack
was an attack not only against citizens but
also against freedom and liberty. The U.S.



